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Our German fellowship, so Maitland sums up, the essence of that theory, is no fiction, no symbol, no piece of states 1)

machinery, no collective name for individuals, but a living organism and a real person with a body and members and a will
of its own . Itself can will itself can act, it wills and acts by the men who are its organs as a man wills and acts by brain,
mouth and hand . L.Q.R OP-cik.

My Lords, a corporation is an abstraction . It has no mind of its own any ()

Dol sl Jo —1
more than it has a body of its own ; its active and directing will must consequently be sought
in the person of somebody who for some purpose may be called an agent, but who is really
the directing mind and will of the corporation, the very ego and ceutre of the personality of

the corporation.
If Mr.Lennord was the directing mind of the company, then his action must, unless a
corporation is not liable at all, have been an action, which was the action of the company itself
within the meaning of section 502. . It must upon the true construction of that section in such
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a case as the present one that the fault or privity is the fault or privity of somebody who is not
merely a servant or agent for whom the company is liable upon the footing respondent
superior, but somebody for whom the company is liable because his action is the very action
of the company itself, from his judgement in lennard carring co.v. a siatic petroleum co . Itd,

1915.A.C.705
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Corporate liability for misfeasance in cases of public nuisance was thus firmly established . No objection to..the ()

invisibility of the body aggregate, the impossibility of arresting it, its inability to appear, its incapacity for punishment,
had been taken until very late and these had not prevailed.
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A living person has a mind which can have Knowledge or intention or be negligent, and he has hands to carryout M

his intentions . Acorporation has none of these; it must act through living persons, though not always one or the same
person then, who acts is not speaking or acting for the company. He is acting as a company, and his mind, which directs
his acts, is the mind of the Co. There is no question of the Co. being vicariously liable. He is not acting as a servant,
representative, agent or delegate. He is an embodiment of the Co. , or one could say, he hears and speaks through the
person of the Co., within his appropriate sphere, and his mind is the mind of the Co . If it is a guilty mind then that
guilt is the guilt of the Co .

Harrvis's Criminal Law P.105 22nd. ed London Maxwell .
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How far they can be held criminally and civilly liable and how far they are capable of
enjoying certain rights and privileges will depend on how far the analogy is taken, and this in
turn should depend on how far we think it desirable in the public interest for them to have
such rights and liabilities. And while there is no logical compulsion to make the analogy
complete, there is no particular point at which by any rule of logic the analogy must cease to
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