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The Role of the Zakah Chamber in the Elevation of Microfinance
Activities and the Alleviation of Poverty in the Sudan
(the Possible and the Hoped for from the Enrichment through Zakah
Programs)

Abstract

Calls were increasingly made now and then for the Zakah Chamber to take part in the
efforts made to alleviate poverty in the Sudan through the provision of microfinance to the
small projects owned by the poor and needy, or through allotting funds for those
economically active poor individuals mainly as part of the enrichment through Zakah
programs. Such calls seem to be a bit unwary of the fact that the experience of the Zakah
Chamber in this regard leaves much to be wanted in the light of the rulings governing the
activities of the Chamber, together with the many other limitations imposed upon it.

This paper attempts to establish through an inductive comparative reasoning the role
of the Zakah Chamber in the elevation of microfinance activities as part of its contribution
to the efforts made to alleviate poverty in the Sudan by enriching the poor and needy active
individuals and families. A comparison is made between, on the one hand, the calls made
by those aspiring for a greater role for the Chamber in this regard, and on the other hand
the realities captured by many empirical and survey studies.

The most important conclusions reached by the paper were that, when it comes to people's
expectations, the gap still remains very wide and is indeed getting wider by the day between
what people are hoping for and what the Chamber can do, and that there are a number of
constraints limiting the role of the Zakah Chamber in the alleviation of poverty in the Sudan
through the mechanism of microfinance generally or indeed through the enrichment
through Zakah programs in particular.
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