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Food Gap and Future Policies to achieve Food Security in Saudi Arabia

Abstract

Food security is considered one of the main objectives in all countries of the world. The most
important challenge facing Saudi Arabia is the development of the agricultural sector to achieve
food security while maintaining the scarce water resources and achieving water security at the
same time , as water is considered the main key factor of agricultural production .Also, The
increasing reliance on food imports makes the country vulnerable to external market shocks
and fluctuations in world food price.

The goals of this paper are to analyze the case of Saudi agricultural sector ,the food gap and
the percentages of food self-sufficiency in recent years (2004-2010),and to analyze future
policies to achieve food security in light of limited and scarce water resources and thus achieve
a balance between food security and water security.

The results of the study showed increased relative size of the food gap of some food
products such as grain ,especially wheat where self-sufficiency rates declined in recent years.
In addition to low self-sufficiency rates from some other food products and increasing reliance
on imports from world markets.

The study determined package of future policies to achieve food security in Saudi Arabia and
to ensure access to adequate supplies of basic food products and avoid external shocks as a
result of fluctuations in food price in the global market.
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