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Non-Predicative Structures in the Curricula of Teaching Arabic to Speakers of
Other Languages

Abstract

This research aims to study non-predicative structures in Arabic language curricula
for non-native speakers by analyzing the content of selected models from educational
series. The objective is to reveal the comprehensiveness of these curricula in presenting
this type of structure, determine its placement within educational stages, and measure its
correlation with learners’ communicative needs. The research employed a content
analysis tool to observe non-predicative structures in a sample of educational curricula.
Furthermore, it adopted a descriptive-analytical approach, where a set of educational
units from three approved series were analyzed. Recurring non-predicative structures
were extracted and classified according to their type and function within the educational
context.

The findings reveal that some curricula neglect non-predicative structures or present them
at advanced levels without sufficient prior introduction, creating a gap between the
linguistic content and real-life situations where such structures are needed. The results
also showed that while non-predicative structures exist in Arabic teaching curricula, they
are not treated as independent standalone educational topics. These structures suffer from
poor functional and communicative employment, and a lack of use in functional tasks
such as describing, locating, informing, or emphasizing. There are no clear pedagogical
strategies that employ these structures across the four language skills. Moreover, non-
predicative structures require the redesigning of exercises to activate their use in oral and
written communication, particularly at the beginner and intermediate levels.

The research concluded with several recommendations, most notably: the necessity of
introducing non-predicative structures at early stages, linking them to daily linguistic
functions, and developing a specialized teaching guide that considers the gradual
progression and cognitive level of learners.

Keywords: Structures, Non-predicative, Curricula, Teaching, Arabic language,
Non-native speakers.
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