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Teaching Colloquial Arabic to Non-Native Speakers
The Debate over Acceptance and Rejection

Abstract

The paper aimed at giving a lucid vision on the type of Arabic variety to be taught
to non-native learners. The researcher has noticed that colloquial Arabic has become
undeniable, self-imposing reality in this field. In addition, some language teachers tend to
teach colloquial Arabic in response to the preferences of some students. The study
followed the descriptive, analytical method. A questionnaire was designed and distributed
to a number of teachers working in different countries to fill in. Based on previous studies
conducted in this field as well as on some specialists' responses to the questionnaire, the
study has reached the following findings: It is essential to acknowledge the existence of
colloquial varieties and recognize them as a linguistic reality that meets the needs of
some learners. However, this does not mean their inclusion in Arabic language syllabi for
non-native speakers. The study has put forward the following suggestions and
recommendations: It is essential that Arabic language teaching institutions for non-native
speakers in the Arab world adopt the development of unified textbooks in modern
standard Arabic and establish electronic platforms for teaching it using a contemporary
style. Furthermore, it is necessary to curb the proliferation of books written in colloquial
dialects and websites that promote their instruction. Furthermore, emphasis must be
placed on qualifying Arabic language teachers for non-native speakers, as the burden of
eliminating colloquialisms rests on their shoulders. They must avoid using colloquial
varieties in instruction and encourage learners to refrain from using them as well.

Key words: Non- Arabic Speakers,Arabic as a Foreign Language (AFL),Modern
Standard Arabic (MSA), Arabic Dialects, Colloquial Arabic.
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