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Functions and Meanings of Prepositions in Language Structures 

Abstract 

      The study aimed at casting light on the functions and roles of prepositions in 

various language structures because prepositions represent a requisite for expressing 

relationships between sentence elements. For instance, they occur to refer to time and 

place, to denote nominative and accusative cases, to connect nouns with other nouns, 

and to link nouns with verbs. The study also aimed at explaining syntactic and 

semantic functions of prepositions, such as the role they play in conciseness, and in 

connecting governing nouns with governed ones in genitive constructions. The study 

also aimed to shed light on grammarians’ differing views about prepositions as 

semantically interchangeable particles, on the pieces of evidence each group provide, 

and on the example prepositions they give as interchangeable synonyms. For 

example, prepositions are associated with extension, embedding and 

interchangeability. The study also aimed to explain structures containing superfluous 

prepositions, to show the role they play in creating harmony between phrases and the 

constructions they are embedded in, to investigate contemporary uses of prepositions, 

and to reveal the types of constructions in which they are misused. The study 

followed the descriptive, inductive and analytical method, and has come up with the 

following findings: Prepositions represent the most active and lively type of particles 

in Arabic because they co-occur and are usually connected with nouns. Many types of 

grammatical relationships in constructions cannot be expressed without using 

prepositions, such as nominative-accusative and time-place relationships. Prepositions 

also serve other purposes such as concision. The study also shows that grammarians 

throughout the history of syntax have remained in disagreement on the meanings of 

prepositions, which has resulted in differing interpretations of some Quranic texts. 

Further, superfluous prepositions occurring in constructions should not be considered 

as functionless, but they, in fact, denote extra meanings which cannot be expressed 

otherwise. The study makes the following recommendations: Further applied studies 

should be conducted on the use of prepositions in the Holy Quran and literary texts. 

More studies should also be done to explain the reasons behind the differing views of 

grammarians on the meanings of prepositions, and to detect and cover the common 

misuses of prepositions. 
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 30ح آي ،ًعامسىرج الأ 
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